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By 2025, the health of the world s major basins is improving or maintained
All life needs water

PARIS, 07.09.2016, 12:57 Time

USPA NEWS - All life needs water. It is the world’s most precious resource, fueling everything from the food you eat, to the cotton you
wear, to the energy you depend upon every day. Freshwater habitats (such as lakes, rivers, streams, wetlands and aquifers) house an
incredible proportion of...

All life needs water. It is the world’s most precious resource, fueling everything from the food you eat, to the cotton you wear, to the
energy you depend upon every day. Freshwater habitats (such as lakes, rivers, streams, wetlands and aquifers) house an incredible
proportion of the world’s biodiversity : more than 10% of all known animals and about 50% of all known fish species. Yet despite the
massive role water plays for people and nature, it is a surprisingly finite resource. Less than 1% of the world's water is fresh and
accessible.

It’s also threatened. Climate change, population growth and changing consumption patterns are just a few of the myriad forces putting
freshwater systems increasingly at risk. Freshwater species are declining at an alarming rate of 76% (much faster than terrestrial or
marine species) and freshwater habitats are in worse condition than those of forests, grassland or coastal systems.
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